

















In 1600, the East India O

it gelt 2t higher prices.
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East India Company
Comes East

' Europe,

o The
could not prevent
from d

¥ Eurgpean powers
the Eastérn

al charter, however,

g ts.
By the tinme the first English 5
ul‘ki down the west ¢m;‘s:f'ﬁﬁ.

In fact, it was vmadaam,aw%m
who had discovered this

from Lisbon to Calicut in 1498,

Soon after 1600, the Dutch too were exploring
‘the possibilitics of trade in the Indian Ocean,
and soom the French traders arrived on the scene.

explorer,
sea route

The problem was that all the companies weve interested in buging the same things. §

has a big

TRis fine indan
cotton and sifk

in Europe.

market '
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are in g;sac demand
back howe!

Cowpetition ampngst the companics
ingvitably pushed up the prices
at which these goods could be purchased.
and this reduced the profits
that could be carned.

The only w:
the trading companies could ﬁg«ng
was by eliminating rival competitors.

and battles among the Eurspeans.
For 200 years, from 1600 to 1800,

reguiarly sank each other's ships, blockaded routes,

and stopped rival ships from mowi
business was carvied on with the

This urge to secure warkets led to fierce competition

and trading posts and offices were guarded with Faru;-_

with supplies of goods;
of firearms,

Building forts in India and wakis
and the company found it increasingly difficult to keep business separate From politics.

huge profits also led to intense conflicts with the local rulers.
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wihen Allvardi Khan died in 17586,
Sirajuddaulah becante the nawab of Bengal,

The Company was worried about his power,

and wanted to install a;;mppst' ruler
iy would willingly sfve trade concessions
and other priviieges to the Cormpany.

Company officials in Madras

sent forces reinforced by naval fleet | A [
under the command of Robert Clive. .

Prolonged negotiations | | Finally, in 2757, Robert Clive led the Company's army

with the Nawab followed.

against Sirgj ud-Daulah at Plassey.

So it tried, b withoot suceess.

to help ane of Sivafuddaviah's rivals Become the nawab.
A nfuriated Sirajuddaulah asked the Company

o stop meddling in the political affairs of ki dominion.,
stop fortification. and pay the revenues

1 dpn't like you mterfering with sy Favaily.

Piden't want gou budding forts in “E,,w o
And gou must pay the export

Just-ag eve gy else does.

After negotiations
:ammngc Company officials, locked the warehpuse, disarmed all Englishinen, and plockaded i

Lo i =0T

faited, the Navwab sarched with 20,000 soldiers to the English factory at Kassimbazar,
He then marched to Calcutta o establish control over the Company’s fort there

One of the main reasons for the defeat of the Nawab
was that the forces led by Mir Jafar,

one of Sivaj ud -Daulak's commanders,
never fought the battle.

Clive had managed to secure his support
promising to make him nawab
after crushing Siraj ud-Daulah.

After the defeat at Plassey, Sivaj ud-Daulah was assassinated
and Mir Jafar wade the nawab. The Company was still wnwilling
= to take over the responsibility of administration;

its prime objective was the expansion of trade
IF this could be done without conquest,

through the help of local rulers

wha were willing to grant privileges,

then tervitories need not be taken over

directly.

But spon the Company discovered that this was rather difficult.

For aven the puppet nawabs were not always as helpful

as the Company wanted them to be. After all, they had to maintain
4 basic appearance of dignity and sovere]

if they wanted respect from their subjects.

What could the Corapany do?

when Mir Jafar protésted,
the Company deposed hina and
installed Mir Qasim in his place.
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When Mir Qasim complained, he, in turn,
in a battle fou at Buxar (1764),
and Jafnr was re

F-'nalry, in 1765, 595 Mugﬁar EmMperor
as the D-wmeFﬂuprmms ‘m |

mnwwnalfamdﬁsb‘o to use the vast revenues from Bengal

Thksuivsda the Company faced earlier:
Nﬂemmﬁnm . it had to bu
WM in India with gold and silver i rigd Biritain.
uwskmmatmhmsnhmhndmy to sell in India.

But the mrtﬂow af gold from Bnm(-\
slowed after mmﬂs of Piasse,

after the assumapt of Dwm

Now revenues from India

could finance Company expenses.
These revenues unf:Es wsed

and build fort and offices
for the Company i Calcutta.










